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(57)Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To surely determine the scanning stage of two optical spots against two 
tracks sandwiching a groove by comparing bits of address information contained in the received light 
output of the reflected light of the two optical spots with each other when address information is 
recorded in alternate grooves in a radial direction. 

SOLUTION: During recording, the wobbling component of a received light output from an optical 
system 25 is supplied through an RF circuit 26 to address decoder sections 27 and 28, absolute 
address data recorded in a groove is extracted and decoded and then track determination is 
performed in a system controller section 100. Its determination result and the absolute address data 
are used for recording position identification and position control. Also, a tracking error signal TE and 
a focus error signal FE from the RF circuit 26 and a wobbling carrier from the address decoder 
section 27 are supplied to a servo circuit 23 and tracking and focus control and linear speed 
constant control for a spindle motor 22 are performed. 
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Concise explanation of the relevance with respect to 
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 302338/1998 

A. Relevance to the Above -identified Document 

The following is an English translation of passages 
related to claims 1 and 2 of the present invention. 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM] 

It is characterized in that: 

an optical system is formed in such a manner that 
two light spots scan two adjacent tracks on the optical 
disk, respectively; 

beams of reflected light of the two light spots are 
received from the optical disk; 

address information contained in the respective 
beams of reflected light is compared with each other; and 

at least one of the two light is judged as to which 
of the two tracks it scans. 

In the track distinguishing method of the invention 
arranged as above, when two adjacent tracks on the 
optical disk sandwich a groove in which . address 
information has been recorded, and two light spots scan 
the two adjacent tracks respectively, beams of reflected 




THIS PAGE BLANK (uspto) 




-2- 

light of the two light spots have the same address 
information . 

On the other hand, when the two track do not 
sandwich a groove in which address information has been 
recorded, beams of reflected light of the two light spots 
have different address information from each other. 
Accordingly, by determining whether beams of reflected 
light of the two light spots have the same or different 
address information, the scanning conditions of the two 
light spots with respect to the two tracks are judged, 
whereby the track in question is distinguished. 
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